SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 31 AUGUST 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

In the news today:

2003 HF CW CONTEST

INTECNET TO EXAMINE POWER LINE COMMUNICATION

HAMNET NEWS

2003 SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail:

2003 HF CW CONTEST

The 2003 SARL HF CW Contest will be on the air this afternoon, Sunday 31 August, starting at 14:30 and ending at 18:30 CAT.  The aim of this contest is to contact as many stations in southern Africa on CW on the 20, 40 and 80 metre bands.  Please adhere to the following band segments for the duration of the contest: 14,030 to 14,060 MHz, 7,010 to 7,035 MHz and 3,510 to 3,560 MHz.  The exchange is RST and a serial number starting at 001.

A CW contact counts 2 points.  Count two points for each area worked on each band and count 2 points for each station contacted on all three bands.  Certificates are awarded to the first three places and the highest single band score in the contest.  A trophy is awarded to the CW contestant in his or her first year of CW achieving the highest score.  Candidates for this trophy must state the date of the issue of the licence on the summary sheet.  There is also a trophy for the highest combined score in the CW and Phone contests.  The rules can be found on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.

NEXT INTECNET 2003 TO EXAMINE POWER LINE COMMUNICATION

Join the discussion on SARL Intecnet 2003 which takes place this evening, Sunday 31 August, at 19:00 CAT and will take an in-depth look at the looming problems of power line communication.  The demand for broadband communication and inexpensive access to high speed Internet is growing fast and has encouraged engineers to develop new solutions such as ADSL and Broadband Power Line Communication.  ADSL operates on ordinary copper telephone cables while BPLC or PLC runs on the electricity grid.  Research has shown that ADSL creates little or no interference to radio communications but that BPLC just about destroys communications on most of the HF spectrum.

During the programme various technologies and their impact on radio communication will be discussed and the actions taken by the IARU and national amateur radio societies to prevent wide scale implementation will be reviewed.  The programme will end with a discussion on what action South Africans should take to prevent introduction of BPLC.

Clubs and branches wishing to link their repeaters to the Intecnet network are invited to email requests to armi@sarl.org.za no alter than 12:00 CAT today.  Please supply coverage details of the repeater, frequency and the telephone number to be linked to the Telkom Teleconference Centre.

HAMNET NEWS

Francios, ZS6BUU, reports that the HAMNET Wednesday evening Indaba is to be resurrected.  Martin Harper, ZS6MSG has proposed that we have an informal get-together on Wednesday evenings from about 19:00 on the 145,700 Sandton / Hamnet repeater.

This forum for exchanging of ideas for HAMNET members and interested listeners, which has been operating very successfully in Kwa-Zulu Natal, was up to a few years ago, operational under the helm of Chris ZS6VB.  It is envisaged that initially, we use 2-metres only but if interest should grow; we could expand to HF at a later stage.

The other item we as Hamnet members would like to re-introduce is the daily weather check, which ran for many years but eventually fell away.  Please consider an 18:00 informal check on 7,070 MHz, just to exchange weather conditions in various parts of the country - especially now with summer around the corner.

EXTENSION OF THE CLOSING DATE FOR RENEWALS

SARL members are reminded that the cut-off date for subscription renewals has been extended to 31 October 2003.  This is due to the rather extraordinary situation this year regarding the delayed dispatch of invoices and in view of non-receipt of invoices by some members.

UNKNOWN CALL SIGNS

The QSL Bureau has provided SARL News with a list of approximately 122 call signs for which there are QSL cards.  The call signs include ZU calls and various contest and special event call signs.  The list has been sent out with HF Newsletter No 61 and the list can also be seen on the SARL Website at www.sarl.org.za/hf_happenings.asp  (hf_happenings).  Ask you club/branch secretary for a copy of the HF newsletter or visit the web site and assist the QSL bureau with the required information.  Send the updates to admin@sarl.org.za.

2003 SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Contest will be on the air from 12:00 CAT on Saturday 20 September until 12:00 CAT on Sunday 21 September.  This gives you about three weeks to get your plans sorted out for this weekend.  Activity will be found on 6, 4 and 2-metres, also on 70 and 23 centimetres.

The rules for the contest can be downloaded from the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za and a copy of SARLVU, the logging programme written by Nico ZS4NS.

CLUB AND BRANCH NEWS

The Annual General Meeting of the Bloemfontein Radio Amateur Club will be held at 14:00 on Saturday 06 September 2003 at The Shack at the Air Force Base Bloemspruit.  A bring and braai will following the meeting.

The Highway Amateur Radio Club held its AGM on Tuesday 19 August 2003. The following members were elected to the committee: 

Lawry Lauf, ZS5HV		Chairman;
Brad Phillips, ZS5BP	Vice Chairman;
Tony Mayall, ZS5GR	Secretary;
Additional members-
Eric Mawhinney, ZS5EWM;
Bradley Glen, ZS5WT;
Keith Lowes, ZS5WFD;
Dave Holliday, ZR5CW;
Sean Pritchard, ZR5SEP;
Bruce Taylor, ZS5BR .

Portfolios will be allocated to these members at the next Committee meeting on 9 September.

At the last Committee meeting of the The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club, portfolios were allocated to members as follows:

Chairman, SARL liaison and newsletter: Hans Kappetijn, ZS6KR;
Vice Chairman, public relations, flea market and RAE: Almero Dupisani, ZR6RY;
Secretary, rallies and awards: Johan de Bruyn, ZR6JHB;
Treasurer, clubhouse and database: Richard Peer, ZR6CK;
Club facilities, flea market and social: Willie Greyling, ZR6WGR;

Co-opted members:
Auditor: Egbert Begeman, ZS6AZG;
Rallies: Johann de Beer, ZR6YV;
Website (temporary): Rudi Venter, ZS6DX;
RAE: Brian Scott, ZR6BJS;
DF Hunts and Morse examinations: Bill Ingleson, ZS6KO;
Technical: Johan Lehmann, ZR6ANF ;
Repeaters: Hans Gurtel, ZR6HVG;
Repeater maintenance: Willie du Plessis, ZS6AEA .

The Club hopes to have another successful year ahead.

DATES TO REMEMBER

31 August, today:
1st - The President's net at 12:00 on 7 082 kHz;
2nd - The 2003 HF CW Contest from 14:30 till 18:30;
and lastly the SARL Intecnet on Power Line Communications at 19:00.

20/21 September: The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Contest.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX
